
RIPARIAN (ri-’pair-ee-en) adj. Relating to or living or located on the bank of a natural watercourse, such as a river, or of a lake or a tidewater.
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Ann Lake covers approximately 500 acres and serves as the
head waters of Platte River.  Located in Benzie County,

this mostly spring-fed lake is over 80 feet deep and is populated with a
good fishery of small and large mouth Bass, Pike, Perch, Blue Gill

and other pan fish as well as some Brown Trout.
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WATER & RIPARIAN LAW

CAREY & JASKOWSKI
Attorneys at Law

A Professional Limited Liability Company

2373 S. I-75 Business Loop
Grayling, MI  49738

(989) 348-5232
www.carey-jaskowski.com

Advocates for lakefront property
owners and lake associations

throughout the state.

Representation on road end abuse, zoning
plat vacations, and MDNRE permitting.

Any law firm can claim they know
riparian law.  Ask to see their resume.

See our published cases at
www.carey-jaskowski.com

Order forms available online at

www.mymlsa.org

or email swagner@mlswa.org
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www.mi-riparian.org

THE MICHIGAN RIPARIAN (ISSN 0279-2524) is
published quarterly for $3.50 per issue by the 
Michigan Lakes and Streams Foundation, a 
Michigan non-profit corporation. Periodical post-
age is paid at Lansing, Michigan, and additional 
mailing offices.
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
The Michigan Riparian
304 East Main Street, Stanton, MI 48888

THE MICHIGAN RIPARIAN is the only magazine
devoted exclusively to the protection, preservation
and improvement of Michigan waters and to the 
rights of riparian owners to enjoy their water-
front property.

THE MICHIGAN RIPARIAN magazine is published 
quarterly and is mailed to subscribers in the 
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall each year.

THE MICHIGAN RIPARIAN
PUBLISHING OFFICE
304 East Main Street
Stanton, MI 48888

PUBLISHER • FRANZ MOGDIS
PHONE 989-831-5100
E-MAIL fmogdis@maisd.com

EDITOR • SHARON  WAGNER
PHONE 989-831-5100
E-MAIL swagner@mlswa.org

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (4 issues/year)
Individual annual subscription: $14
Lake association quantity subscriptions: $8

ADVERTISING RATES
Advertising rates sent upon request
or available on website. 
DEADLINES: August 15 for Autumn issue

Dec. 15 for Winter issue
March. 15 for Spring issue

 May 15 for Summer issue
Printed by Spartan Printing, Lansing, Michigan

The Michigan Lakes & Streams Foundation is not respon-
sible for views expressed by the advertisers or writers in this 
magazine. While The Michigan Riparian has not intention-
ally printed incorrect material or omissions, the contents 
are nevertheless the responsibility of the parties furnishing 
material for this magazine. Accuracy of information is sub-
ject to information known to us at printing deadline. We 
apologize for any errors.
No maps, illustrations or other portions of this magazine may be re-
produced in any form without written permission from the publisher.

Cliff Bloom has done it again!  Following his widely-read, Michigan Lake
Associations—The Nuts and Bolts, he has published another outstanding book 
entitled, Buying and Selling Waterfront Property in Michigan.  This is an excel-
lent resource for anyone living on a lake and a must-have for anyone consid-
ering buying or selling waterfront property in Michigan.  

For more details and the order form, see page 11 or go online at 
www.mymlsa.org.  There you will also find an order form for Michigan Lake 
Associations -The Nuts and Bolts. 

Protecting our waterways is a priority for riparians.  You will find articles 
that address possible threats to our lakes--the fish die-off in Silver Lake in 
Mears, invasive plant species and Eurasian Water Milfoil.  As we become 
more aware of these issues, we will be better equipped to find solutions. 

Read about Sand Lake’s Cottage Tour and you might get inspired to try 
something similar on your lake. That’s the idea behind The Michigan
Riparian—sharing ideas, thoughts and experiences that make living on a lake 
so special.  We encourage you to send us your 
stories and pictures about special events that 
are coming up, early history and interesting 
people who got things started on your lake, 
or what you find so enjoyable about your 
lake.

As always, we appreciate your comments 
about this issue and future articles.

– Publisher, Franz Mogdis

From The Publisher

Everything You 
Need to Know About 
Buying and Selling 
Waterfront Property 
in Michigan

CoPyrighT @2011 by The miChigan lakes and sTreams FoundaTion.
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Lee Muehlmann,
Founding President  

After a fire leveled the Village of Lake 
Ann for  the third time in the early 
1900’s, there was not sufficient timber 
left to resume the extensive lumbering 
activity the village had enjoyed for many 
years.  Industry and people moved away, 
and the village “went to sleep” for nearly 
100 years.

The boom times of the 90’s cured that.  
Nearby subdivisions were built, long-
time residents moved off the lake and 
were replaced by younger, more active 
families.  The area was roused from its 
sleep.  About the same time, the Per-
sonal Water Craft (PWC) was becom-
ing very popular.  It became apparent 
that something needed to be done to 
control this “Invasive Species”, as well 
as to protect the beautiful assets of Ann 
Lake from other intrusion.

Boating activity on the lake was con-
trolled by a 1950’s DNR water skiing reg-
ulation which read “…… no operator of 
any motorboat, shall have in tow, or oth-
erwise assist in the propulsion of, a per-
son on water skis, water sled, surfboard, 
or other similar contrivance during the 
period from 6:30 P.M. to 10:00 A.M. 
of the following day.”  This rule had al-

lowed everyone 
on the lake to 
enjoy their fa-
vorite activities 
at some point in 
the day. Fisher-
men, swimmers, 
canoeists and 
lovers of lake-
side quiet could 
safely enjoy the 
lake in the early 
mornings and 
evenings.  Wa-
ter skiers, tubers 
and motorboats 
had the run of 
the lake in mid-
day.  In the mid 
1990’s, it quickly 
became apparent 
that this rule did 

not cover non-towing high speed boat-
ing, in particular PWC operation.

 Residents became concerned that the 
lake was no longer a place that could 
be safely enjoyed by everyone.  Starting 
with a small core of people around a 
kitchen table sharing thoughts, the idea 
of a Lake Association was formed to 
speak with one voice.  Posters were pro-
duced and posted announcing a public 
meeting to discuss the benefits of a Lake 
Association. The meeting was well at-
tended, and from it an association was 
formed and a President and Board of 
Directors were elected to investigate and 
put forth ideas on how best to handle 
the rapid development in the manner 
and use of the water.  

The Township was asked to pass a resolu-
tion requesting the DNR to modify the 
Watercraft Regulation to address high-
speed boating during certain hours.  
The Township passed the resolution 
and sent it to the DNR who held public 
hearings on the matter.  In December 
of 1999, they rendered their decision, 
and amended the Regulation to confine 
high-speed boating to certain hours.

Once formed the Association discov-
ered there were other issues to deal 

with. In addition to PWC’s, a major 
ground water pollution source was dis-
covered leaching gasoline into the lake.  
Dividing the work among government, 
water quality, health and safety and 
newsletter committees, the Board went 
to work.  We learned how to monitor 
and test water quality, monitored DNR 
cleanup efforts, and joined associations 
like Michigan Lake and Stream Asso-
ciations to further educate ourselves; 
and, of course, we kept our members 
apprised of our efforts through newslet-
ters and meetings.

In the years since, the pollution site has 
been remediated.  The association also 
had significant input when a complete 
re-write of Township Zoning Laws was 
done. Today the association is expand-
ing its programs to cover invasive spe-
cies, Watershed and Lake Association 
Coalitions, Loon protection, and a 
website.  In addition, our association 
sponsors a People Paddle Power event, 
where participants row, paddle, or ped-
dle around the entire lake.  This is held 
during the quiet hours of the lake, and 
is followed with a pizza party for all en-
trants.  We also participate in a 4th of 
July boat parade, and of course an an-
nual meeting and lunch.  

A lot of people have worked many, 
many hours to bring ALPOA to where 
it is today.  Not everyone agreed with all 
of our efforts, but most realize that we 
have a wonderful resource that must be 
protected, and having a strong associa-
tion in place to assist is needed.  We are 
proud of our efforts and thankful for 
the many people who helped us along 
the way.

While our website (www.annlake.org.) 
is still under construction, we invite 
you to visit.  Comments may be made 
directly on the site, or by e-mailing any 
of the directors listed.  

Note:  The DNR uses the name , Ann 
Lake, to distinguish it from the name 
of the Village of Lake Ann.  Both Lake 
Ann and Ann Lake are used inter-
changeably. 

THE START OF
ANN LAKE
PROPERTY
OWNERS
ASSOCIATION

Prinect Trap Editor
Page is trapped with Prinect Trap Editor 6.0.84Copyright 2008 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.076 mm  =  0.216 ptPrintorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 12.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: noOverprint Black Graphics: no



The Michigan Riparian Fall 20115

Prinect Trap Editor
Page is trapped with Prinect Trap Editor 6.0.84Copyright 2008 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.076 mm  =  0.216 ptPrintorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 12.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: noOverprint Black Graphics: no



The Michigan Riparian 66 Fall 2011

A Fish Eye View of Eurasian Water Milfoil
A Close Up Look at One of Michigan’s Most Invasive Aquatic Plants
Story and Photos by Scott Brown,
ML&SA Executive Director

In you’ve had the pleasure of spending 
any time at all on Michigan inland lakes, 
you’re probably somewhat familiar with 
this nuisance aquatic invasive plant that 
has forever altered the natural ecosystems 
of many of our inland lakes. A native of 
the Eurasian continent, Eurasian Water 
Milfoil (scientific name: Myriophyllum 
spicatum) was first observed in Michigan 
waters in the late 1940’s and has since be-
come an unwelcome and destructive nui-
sance in several thousand of our inland 
lakes. Lake communities throughout the 
state have invested millions of dollars in 
the past fifty years seeking to control this 
aggressive submerged aquatic plant that 
continues to present an on-going threat to 
the biological, recreational and economic 
value of our inland lakes. You may have 

seen this aquatic plant floating in large 
mats on the surface of your lake by late 
August, you may have had the “opportu-
nity” of removing hundreds of pounds 
of this plant from your riparian shore-
line following a busy boating weekend 
on your lake or have sacrificed valuable 
fishing time by having to remove a thick 
entanglement of this nuisance plant from 
your boat motor propeller. Given your 
probable firsthand experience with this 
aquatic invader, we thought the readers 
of The Michigan Riparian might enjoy 
seeing a fish eye view of this pesky aquatic 
plant that has caused so much grief, and 
expense, to those living on our lakes. 

It is with this in mind that I recently 
donned my snorkeling gear and ven-
tured into a local lake with underwater 
camera in hand.  Explore an underwater 
area dominated by Eurasian Water Mil-

foil, and you’ll often be surprised by the 
number and species of fish swimming 
through and around the dense underwa-
ter habitat created by this aquatic plant. 
Juvenile pan fish and minnows seek ref-
uge in the thick entanglements associated 
with robust aquatic plant, upsetting the 
predator-prey relationship of the lake. If 
left unmanaged, Eurasian Water Milfoil 
will negatively impact the fisheries of in-
land lakes.         

We hope that this picture story will help 
enhance your awareness of this non-
native, aquatic invasive plant. If you are 
lucky enough to live on an inland lake 
that has not yet been infested with this 
aggressive plant, count your lucky stars, 
but be prepared to identify and control 
this plant before it has had an opportuni-
ty to spread throughout your lakes basin.  

Firmly rooted in the soft mucky bottom just ten feet 
beyond the swimming area of a county park, this 
Eurasian water milfoil had reached a density of fifty 
stems per square meter, providing excellent habitat 
for small pan fish, though forcing out beneficial na-
tive aquatic plants.

Appearing almost ornamental under the flash of the 
underwater strobe light, Eurasian water milfoil pre-
fers soft, mucky lake bottoms and is found in depths 
of up to eighteen feet.

Eurasian Water Milfoil is characterized by a reddish-
brown stem, is rough to the touch and features 11 to 
21 leaf divisions.
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A young bluegill is hard to distinguish in the thick growth of Eurasian Water 
Milfoil. Small pan fish and minnows flourish in the protective habitat of the 
milfoil.

Growing in densities of up to 100 stems per square meter, Eurasian Water Mil-
foil often reaches the lake’s surface by early August. The dense mats of floating 
plant often create an impediment to watercraft navigation.

Its curiosity aroused, a mature bluegill swims toward the camera. Eurasian 
Water Milfoil forms an underwater structure that fish are often attracted to 
- food sources and protection from predation make a dense stand of milfoil an 
ideal location for many fish.

In a photo taken from the surface looking down at a thick stand of Eurasian 
Water Milfoil, this is usually the tell tale visual clue while looking into the wa-
ter from your boat that your lake has been infected by this non-native aquatic 
invasive plant. A complete aquatic plant survey of your lake should occur soon 
after to preempt a massive infestation.
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Why ML&SA and MWA?

I have been legal counsel for the Michi-
gan Lake & Stream Associations, Inc. 
(“ML&SA”) for nearly 20 years.  I have 
also been co-legal counsel for the Michigan 
Waterfront Alliance (“MWA”) since its for-
mation.  What are these organizations and 
why are they important to riparians?

ML&SA is the largest organization in 
Michigan that represents riparian prop-
erty owners and their interests.  It has 
existed for 50 years.  ML&SA is a Michi-
gan nonprofit corporation.  ML&SA has 
three general types of memberships—lake 
associations, businesses (or governmen-
tal units), and individuals.  ML&SA is 
an educational, advocacy, social, and en-
vironmental organization.  Some of the 
benefits of being a member of ML&SA 
include:
•	 Free subscriptions to this magazine.
•	 A wonderful website at www.mymlsa.

org.
•	 The great annual convention (usually 

held up north).
•	 Regional meetings and seminars on 

lake, river, and stream issues.
•	 Great source of information about 

lake, river, and stream matters and 
issues.

•	 It helps educate not only its members 
about lake, river, and stream issues, 
but also governmental officials and 
members of the public.

•	 Periodic email newsletters that are in-
teresting and informative.  

•	 Legal resources for riparians.
•	 ML&SA has a statewide network 

of collaborative partners (including 
various colleges and universities) that 
helps the riparian cause.

•	 ML&SA is a member of the Michigan 
Inland Lakes Partnership (www.michi-
ganlakes.msue.msu.edu).

•	 ML&SA also belongs to the Michi-
gan Natural Shoreline Partnership 
(www.mishorelinepartnership.org).

•	 ML&SA has partnered with the Mich-
igan Clean Water Corps (“MiCorps”), 
which involves one of the most suc-
cessful and largest citizen voluntary 
water quality monitoring programs in 
the country.

Above all, ML&SA advocates in favor 
of Michigan waterfront property owners 
and protecting water resources.  ML&SA 
has joined in numerous court cases to 
support riparian landowners.  ML&SA 
has also funded and filed many amicus 
curiae briefs with the Michigan appellate 
courts in support of riparians.  Although 
the direct lobbying efforts of ML&SA 
are limited due to its type of nonprofit 
status (MWA does the formal lobbying), 
ML&SA’s other efforts benefit riparians 
throughout Michigan.

MWA is also an advocate for waterfront 
property owners throughout Michi-
gan.  Individuals and lake associations 
can join MWA on a membership basis.  
MWA lobbies the Michigan Legislature 
and executive officials on behalf of ripar-
ians statewide.  In fact, MWA retains the 
services of a lobbyist in Lansing.  MWA 
is constantly reviewing proposed legisla-
tion to determine whether it will help or 
hurt riparians (and lobbies accordingly), 
as well as helping initiate litigation favor-
able to riparians.  MWA has also helped 
fund amicus briefs in Michigan appel-
late court cases in support of riparians.  
MWA’s website is at www.mwai.org.

This magazine, The Michigan Riparian, 
is produced by the Michigan Lakes & 
Streams Foundation (the “Foundation”), 
which has ties to ML&SA.  The Foun-
dation is a charitable organization that 
also accepts donations and bequests for 
many matters and projects that benefit 
riparians.  The magazine’s website can be 
found at www.mi-riparian.org.

While ML&SA, MWA, and the Founda-
tion are separate organizations, they work 
together cooperatively to support Michi-
gan riparians and to protect the lakes, 
rivers, streams, and water resources of 
Michigan.

As Ben Franklin said, “We must, indeed, 
all hang together, or assuredly we shall all 
hang separately.”  Everyone knows there 
is strength in numbers. Riparian rights 
throughout Michigan are under assault 
virtually every day. The greater the num-
ber of riparians who belong to ML&SA 
and MWA (as well as subscribe to The 
Michigan Riparian Magazine), the stronger 
the unified voice for Michigan riparians 
will be.

For more information about ML&SA or 
The Michigan Riparian Magazine, please 
contact Sharon at swagner@mlswa.org 
or (989) 831-5100. For more information 
about MWA, please contact Bob Frye at 
skibones@aol.com or (989) 821-6661.

*      *      *

This issue of the Michigan Riparian marks 
two important milestones for me.  First, 
this column represents my 100th article 
for the magazine.  My, how time flies!  I 
am gratified to both the management of 
the magazine and the magazine’s read-
ers for their support over the years. Sec-
ond, this issue of the magazine also an-
nounces the publication and release of 
my new book entitled Buying and Selling 
Waterfront Property in Michigan.  This is 
the second book that I have authored for 
ML&SA (the first being Michigan Lake As-
sociations—The Nuts and Bolts, which was 
released two years ago).  ML&SA and I 
are very proud of this new publication, 
which we believe will have state-wide in-
terest.  An order form for the new book 
can be found on page 11.  

Attorney Writes

By Clifford H. Bloom, Esq.
Law Weathers

800 Bridgewater Place
333 Bridge Street, N.W.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504-5320
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A unified voice to protect
Michigan's Lakes and Streams.

Michigan Waterfront Alliance

Name ________________________________________________ Date__________ 

Street_______________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________ State ______ Zip__________________ 

County________________________________ Phone________________________ 

Email address________________________________________________________ 

Township ________________ Lake/Stream Association ____________________ 

Members Receive: Protection of their Riparian Rights by professional lobbyists in Lansing  * MWA 
Newsletters sent by 1st class mail * Lobbyist Reports * Testimony at important legislative hearings 
on behalf of Riparians *Email Action Alerts * Amicus Briefs and much much more.

Waterfront owners are the final defense of their Lakes and Streams.  
The MWA is the waterfront voice in Michigan Politics

Individual Membership $50

Lake or Stream association $100

Donation $________

Make checks Payable to Michigan Waterfront Alliance 

Send Dues and Contributions to:  Michigan Waterfront Alliance,  PO Box 369,  Fenton  MI 48430 
I am not ready to join yet. Please send me more information.

Annual dues for individual membership in the Michigan Waterfront Alliance are $50.00 per year. Dues for Lake 
or Stream Associations are $100 per year. Commercial and individual donations are needed and appreciated.

Check here if you would like to 
donate to the legal defense fund.

MICHIGAN WATERFRONT ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 369
Fenton, Michigan 48430-0369

Why a Lobbyist for
Michigan’s Lakes and Streams?

Lobbyists play a critical role in the shape, 
formation and implantation of public 
policy. Lobbyists are professionals, assist-
ing their clients in navigating through the 
bureaucratic red tape, providing expertise 
in legislative strategy and techniques to 
facilitate legislation through the process. 
Additional benefits to having legislative 
council include the following:
• Given the close connection Lobbyists 

have with legislative officials, agency 
heads and the executive branch, lob-
byists can quickly pinpoint and re-
spond to issues and can assist in pro-
viding appropriate communication to 
key legislators and public officials .

• Lobbyists observe the legislative pro-

cess in an efficient and accurate man-
ner on behalf of the client.  Therefore, 
lobbyists monitor bill introductions 
daily in order to alert clients of legisla-
tion that may help or cause harm to 
their cause. This allows the client to 
spend their time focusing on other 
areas. Scofes & Associates currently 
observes the legislative process for 
MWA. They identify and track state 
legislation and policy proposals that 
could impact the association’s efforts. 

• Lobbyists understand the political cli-
mate in their respective states. There-
fore they have the ability to keenly 
identify where leverage needs to be 
applied. 

• Lobbyists are skilled governmental af-
fairs professionals having the ability to 
provide clients with strategy that will 

help circumvent legislative challenges 
that may arise on the legislative scene. 

• Retaining legislative council, such as 
Scofes & Associates Consulting, Inc., 
helps to further the Michigan Water-
front Alliance legislative goals and 
objectives by advocating to legislators 
on the association’s issues that are of 
great concern. 

• Scofes & Associates works with other 
groups and help form coalitions with 
those groups that have similar inter-
ests and concerns as the MWA’s.  

• Scofes & Associates Consulting has 
been proficient and effective in engag-
ing members of MWA to participate 
in the legislative process through 
phone, letter writing and email alerts.

Bob Frye, President
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MICHIGAN HYDRAULIC DREDGING, INC.
9100 LAKE COURT, CHEBOYGAN, MI. 49721

**********************************************************

**********************************************************

Dredging Michigan Lakes and Streams since 1950

Very Portable: 8˝ Mudcat and 8˝ & 12˝ Cutterhead
dredges... pumping capability of 2 1/2 miles.

For more photos go to our web site @
www.michhydraulicdredging.com

Email: mhd@nmo.net       Phone: (231) 625-2667

...................................................
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A NEW BOOK FROM THE MICHIGAN 
LAKE & STREAM ASSOCIATIONS, INC.

BUYING AND SELLING WATERFRONT 
PROPERTY IN MICHIGAN

AUTHORED BY GRAND RAPIDS ATTORNEY
CLIFFORD H. BLOOM

The Michigan Lake & Stream Associa-
tions, Inc. (“ML&SA”) is pleased to an-
nounce its new book entitled Buying 
and Selling Waterfront Property in Michigan
by Grand Rapids Attorney Clifford H. 
Bloom.  This is the second book from 
ML&SA, the first being the 2009 book 
called Michigan Lake Associations—The Nuts 
and Bolts (also authored by Cliff Bloom).

This new book is a “must” for anyone 
who is interested in waterfront property in 
Michigan.  The list of people who should 
purchase the book includes not only ri-
parians (and would be riparians) but also 
realtors and real estate agents, attorneys, 
government officials, surveyors and teach-
ers.  This book is a “how to” publication 
that deals with numerous real estate and 
waterfront issues, including:

Riparian issues
Due diligence 
The purchase/sales agreement
Contingencies

Inspections and inspectors
Financing
Surveys 
The closing
Title insurance
Deeds and land contracts
Buildability
Real estate forms
Zoning and local ordinances
Property taxes
Realtors, real estate agents and lawyers
Lake access devices
Easements
Warranties
Liability and flood insurance
Useful definitions
Lake associations
Additional resources

The purchase price is $20.00 plus post-
age. Bulk rates are available. The follow-
ing is an order form that you can use to 
purchase one or more copies of the new 
book. If you are interested in obtain-
ing pricing for group or bulk purchase 

discounts, please use the form below or 
online at www.mymlsa.org.

Everyone at ML&SA is excited about 
Buying and Selling Waterfront Property in 
Michigan.  The book will also make a good 
birthday, graduation, holiday or other 
event gift to anyone who is interested in 
waterfront issues in Michigan.

To order Buying and Selling Waterfront Prop-
erty in Michigan, please complete and mail 
the order form with payment to:

Michigan Lake &  Stream Associations
306 East Main Street

Stanton, Michigan 48888

Name (please print):_____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Street or  P.O. Box Number _______________________________________________

City _________________________________________________________________

State _________________________________________ Zip Code________________

Email address: _________________________________________________________

Telephone number: _____________________________________________________

Please select:

___  1 book  @ $20.00  ea.
plus $5.00 S/H = $25.00

___  2 books @ $20.00 ea.
plus $10.00 S/H = $50.00

___  3 books @ $17.50 ea.
plus $15.00 S/H = $67.50 
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If you have a question about water 
related issues, riparian rights,
and/or lakes and streams, etc.,

let us know by email or snail mail.
Our experts will respond to

your questions.

Email:  info@mi-riparian.org 
Mail:  The Michigan Riparian

304 E. Main Street, Stanton, MI 48888

ASK THE
EXPERTS

Question: What do measurements with a Secchi disk tell us about a lake?

Answer:  The Secchi disk is named after Pietro Angelo Secchi, who used a white disk in 
the 1800s to take transparency measurements in the Mediterranean Sea.  Today, the stan-
dard Secchi disk is a weighted 8” disk painted with black and white quadrants, and is used 
regularly by professionals and volunteer monitors alike.  Lake transparency is measured by 
lowering the disk into the water and recording the depth at which it disappears from view. 

Transparency is a basic indicator for the health of an aquatic ecosystem.  Transparency is 
affected by suspended particles and dissolved materials in the water.  The most common 
suspended particles that affect transparency are algae and sediment - the more algae or 
sediment, the less transparent the water.  Too much algae can alter the balance of the lake 
ecosystem and can indicate high nutrient inputs from the surrounding landscape.  Excess 
sediment can carry contaminants and coat the natural lake bottom.  Sources of lake sedi-
ment include rainstorm runoff from streets, lawns, fields, and construction sites, or from 
within the lake itself as a result of heavy boating or high winds.  When transparency is 
measured in a lake consistently from week to week and year to year, the measurements are 
a useful indicator of water quality changes and patterns.

Jo Latimore, Ph.D.
Michigan State University

Note:  Water transparency measurements taken with a Secchi disk are a key part of the 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP). If you would like to volunteer to monitor 
the health of your lake, consider joining the CLMP! Visit the MiCorps web site at www.
micorps.net, or contact Jean Roth at 989-257-3715 to learn more. 

*    *    *    *    *    *
Our experts include our riparian attorney, a biologist, a limnologist, an engineer, a college 

professor and a state agency official. They look forward to responding to your question. 
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The Michigan Riparian
Just $14.00/year!

Please fill out this form, clip it
and mail it in with your $14 check 
made payable to:
“The Michigan Riparian”
Mail to:  The Michigan Riparian

    304 E. Main St.
         Stanton, MI 48888

First Name:
Last Name:

City:
State and ZIP:
Phone Number:
E-Mail:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
date rec’d_______ amt_______
ck no_______ exp. issue________

Subscribe to

Mailing Address:

Marine Automated Dock Systems, Inc.

Your Complete Waterfront Design Specialist
Docking

Private and Commercial improvements for Lakefront cottages, Homes, Marinas
and Developments.

Aluminum, with non-slip weather resistant vinyl decking, designed to be put in or taken out by one person
without getting wet. Less time consuming and labor intensive than conventional docks.

Call Toll Free: 1-866-GET-DOCK
Or (989) 539-9010  Fax (989) 539-9012                                      2900 Doc Drive, Harrison, Michigan 48625

www.madsdock.com
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e-mail mlswa.region4@gmail.com

Does Your Local Government Have Zoning or
Civil Ordinances in Place to Protect Your Lake?

DESPERATELY SEEKING…. “Lake Friendly” Ordinances: Does your
Township/City/Village have Zoning or Civil Ordinances in place that protect your 
lake? Do the ordinances address any Riparian issues such as:

•   Building Set Back Requirements from the High Water Mark
•   Natural Buffer Strip Requirements to Encourage Natural Shorelines
•   Minimum Lot Line Width at Water’s edge of at least 100 feet
•   Number of Boats permitted per lot
•   Length/Number of Docks per Riparian Lot
•   Requirements to Encourage Native Vegetation
•   Anti-Funneling/Anti-Keyhole Provisions
•   Wetland Preservation Requirements
•   Square Footage, or (%) Percent of Lot Size, Limitations for Impervious Surfaces
•   Roof Downspout and Impervious Surface Drainage Control
•   Concrete/Metal Seawall Construction/Repair Restrictions

A full-field study is now underway in Michigan of existing “Lake Friendly” ordi-
nance provisions. Your input is vital to success. Please share any and all infor-
mation about your Township/City/Village with: president@eaglelakemichigan.org.
Your message can be as simple as providing the Township name and reporting: 
“We have some or one!” The project worker will do the rest. Your sharing of in-
formation is part of a Master Citizen Planner Project that will be presented to the 
DEQ led Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership and the Michigan Lakes and 
Streams (ML&SA) organization. Any and all feedback is welcome. Results of this 
crucial study will be shared with all Michigan riparians in the future. The desired 
outcome is an up-to-date resource to help protect every lake in every Township/ 
City/Village. 

Please respond today to president@eaglelakemichigan.org or call  269-329-8320.

MNFI and DNR Form Early Detection/Rapid Response
Program to Combat Aquatic Invasive Plants

The Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) and the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources are collaborating on the development of an Early Detection / 
Rapid Response program which seeks to identify and eradicate aquatic invasive 
plants in Michigan waterways before they have had the opportunity to degrade 
sensitive freshwater aquatic ecosystems.

The new partnership is seeking your assistance in identification and early detec-
tion of six high priority exotic invasive aquatic plants that have been identified 
in Michigan waters but have yet to appear on a wide scale throughout the state. 

See pictures on page 15.
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MICHIGAN LAKE & STREAM ASSOCIATIONS, INC.
    ML&SA NEWSLETTER
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MICHIGAN LAKE & STREAM ASSOCIATIONS, INC.
    ML&SA NEWSLETTER

MI Senate Bill 509 Seeks AIS Advisory Council

Proposed DEQ Council Enjoys
Bi-Partisan Support 

In a rare instance of bi-partisan cooperation and 
support, legislation has been introduced in the Mich-
igan Senate that would establish an Aquatic Invasive 
Species Advisory Council within the Department of 
Environmental Quality. 

Introduced by Senator Howard Walker of Traverse 
City with a substantial number of Republican and 
Democratic co-sponsors, Senate Bill 509 would 
amend Public Act 451-Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Protection Act of 1994 by adding Part 
414-Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Council.  

The legislation recognizes that “aquatic invasive spe-

Michigan’s Lakes - Ours to Protect!

Cooperative Lakes
Monitoring Program

ENROLLMENT FOR 2012
CLMP PROGRAMS

STARTS OCTOBER 1, 2011

Contact Jean Roth, MLSA Program Administrator

at 989-257-3715 or e-mail jroth@mlswa.org

or Enroll On-Line at

www.micorps.net

cies (AIS) are a threat to public health and safety, the 
environment and natural resources, and the econo-
my. AIS are a serious threat to the ecological integrity 
and uses of the Great Lakes.” 

The AIS Advisory Council would be tasked with up-
dating Michigan’s AIS Management Plan, developing 
and adapting model AIS programs as well as collab-
orating with other Great Lakes states and provinces 
to “ensure a coordinated and consistent response to 
aquatic invasive species” within the region.   

The AIS Advisory Council would consist of the Di-
rectors of the DEQ, DNR, Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment, MDOT, the Attorney General as well as 
several other representatives appointed by the Gov-
ernor, Senate Majority leader and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.  

Mailing Address:

Michigan Lake and Stream Assoc., 304 E. Main, Stanton, MI 48888
Or go online to download a membership form

http://www.MyMLSA.org

Prinect Trap Editor
Page is trapped with Prinect Trap Editor 6.0.84Copyright 2008 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.076 mm  =  0.216 ptPrintorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 12.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: noOverprint Black Graphics: no



Good afternoon. My name is Dudley Pierce 
and I’m appearing before you today repre-
senting the Invasive Species Control Coali-
tion of Watersmeet (ISCCW). Watersmeet 
is a small township in the far western U.P. 
which has many lakes that provide both a 
substantial tax base and attracts thousands 
of tourists annually. For the past 10 years 
these lakes and our entire economy have 
been under attack by the spread of aquatic 
invasive species, the most volatile of which 
is Eurasian Water Milfoil.

Eurasian Water Milfoil is a particularly 
aggressive invasive weed with a rapid growth 
rate (up to 2 inches a day), the ability to take 
root after up to a year out of water, and the 
ability to spread both thru the distribution 
of its seeds and/or fronds off the plants 
which will take root and grow within 10 
days of landing. Milfoil spreads rapidly and 
it is able to grow year round, not going dor-
mant during winter months. The need for 
immediate treatment is imperative. Permit-
ting thru the DEQ takes up to 2 months 
during the summer and the arbitrary 
cut off date for treatment applications of 
August 15, prevents any fall treatments from 
occurring, allowing the milfoil to spread 
unchecked for up to 9 months before any 
action can be taken.

I am here today to ask the committee to 
consider two actions which will greatly assist 
groups such of ours in fighting the rampant 
spread of milfoil. First, as part of proposed 
Senate Bills 508-510, the DNR should be as-
signed a greater role in the monitoring of 

DNR controlled boat launches. Of the 6 
DNR landings in Watersmeet, 4 of them are 
located on lakes which are currently battling 
milfoil. Second, the DEQ must institute an 
expedited permitting process for the treat-
ment of Eurasian Water Milfoil, allowing 
groups such as ours to commence treatment 
in a matter of days rather then the current 
standard of 1-2 months.

A majority of outbreaks of milfoil are dis-
covered first at boat landings where seeds 
and fronds are introduced by transient 
boat traffic coming from other infected 
lakes. Mandating that the DNR conduct 
“pre-treatment” surveys of all their boat 
launches providing information regarding 
the areas around the launches as required 
in the DEQ permitting process. Require 
the DNR to conduct monthly surveys of 
the lake bottom surrounding these boat 

launches during the peak usage months 
of May thru September. Lastly, provide for 
almost immediate permitting to the DNR 
by the DEQ for any outbreak of milfoil dis-
covered by the DNR. Treatment could then 
commence immediately. The permits must 
be issued to allow for treatment of the en-
tire area surrounding the boat launch.

Currently, the DEQ permitting process 
takes an average of 1-2 months from receipt 
of an application. Once the plants are dis-
turbed, the loosened fronds drift freely thru 
out the lake. These fronds then take root 
establishing new colonies. In our 6 years 
of experience in fighting milfoil, the DEQ 
simply reviews the permit applications, de-
termines if they meet all the established 
criteria and issues the permit. Permits are 
issued on the basis of the extent of the out-
break at the application time. With a lag 
time of 1-2 months, the outbreak has spread 
to a greater area and to other locations not 
included in the initial permit. Treatment 
of the these additional areas then requires 
a new permit and sets the cycle in motion 
again. Should the outbreak or spread of mil-
foil be discovered in mid-August, the DEQ 
will not issue any permit until the following 
spring, giving the plants the opportunity to 

grow and spread unchecked for 
up to 9 months. Clearly, the 
current permitting process is 
inadequate to address the ag-
gressive spread of milfoil in 
our lakes.

(continued on page 26)
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2011 Sand Lake Cottage Tour a Success! 
Sand Lake Property Owners
Summer 2011 Newsletter

Dear Sand Lake Association and Organizers of the SL Home Tour-

Yesterday I had the most wonderful time on the first ever Sand Lake Home Tour. 
Growing up on the lake, I’ve been in many of the homes of my friends or my par-
ents’ friends over the years but often everyone spends so much time outside that 
we don’t get the chance to enjoy the insides of these great homes. Why haven’t we 
thought of doing a homes tour sooner?!  This was an excellent idea and I wanted 
to thank all of those involved in making it such a great experience. I have been on 
several homes tours in other communities, and this one ran as well as any of these 
well-established tours…and it was the first year! Everything was perfect and ran so 
smoothly that I’m sure it took a lot of work and organization behind the scenes 
(advertising, organizing the workers, etc.). Thank you to the planning committee, 

the greeters, and most especially the homeowners opening their homes and pro-
viding refreshments. 

At each home, I appreciated a very different view of Sand Lake. One per-
son I met remarked that “From each different view, Sand Lake looks 

like a different lake” and I agree it is a beautiful but different lake to 
everyone. I also loved the mix of styles of homes and how unique and 

different each one of the houses were. Some were new construc-
tions, some were old (built 100 years ago!), some were old made to 
look new and some were new made to look old. Some are perma-
nent residences with all of the modern conveniences and contem-
porary bright and airy decoration styles found in magazines like 
Coastal Living, while others were the cozy comfortable wooden 
cottages that look like ones you see in Cottage Living. Each floor 
plan was unique using the space and size of their lots differently 
and gave visitors many ideas for future renovations or remodels! 
Each home had their own charm and beauty that gave me an ap-
preciation for the houses I normally only see from the outside! 

An added bonus to the tour was meeting new neighbors, both the ones who 
opened their houses as well as others touring the homes. It is activities like this that 
I believe help to develop a community and all appreciate Sand Lake. I’m looking 
forward to future Home Tours on Sand Lake to see other homes on the lake and 
meet new neighbors!

Thanks again to all who made it such a success!

Westshore neighbor,
Lynn Breyfogle

Publisher’s Note: Great idea! Is a lake cottage tour something your lake would 
like to do?

See pictures on page 19.

Love My LAke

Alcona

Alger

Allegan

AlpenaAntrim

Arenac

Baraga

Barry

Bay

Benzie

Berrien Branch

Calhoun

Cass

Charlevoix

Cheboygan

Chippewa

Clare

Clinton

Crawford

DeltaDickinson

Eaton

Emmet

Genesee

Gladwin

Gogebic

Grand
Traverse

Gratiot

Hillsdale

Houghton

Huron

Ingham

Ionia

Iosco

Iron

Isabella

JacksonKalamazoo

Kalkaska

Kent

Keweenaw

Lake

Lapeer

Leelanau

Lenawee

Livingston

Luce

Mackinac

Macomb

Manistee

Marquette

Mason

Mecosta

Menominee

Midland

Missaukee

Monroe

Montcalm

Montmorency

Muskegon

Newaygo

Oakland

Oceana

Ogemaw

Ontonagon

Osceola

Oscoda

Otsego

Ottawa

Presque Isle

Roscommon

Saginaw

St. Clair

St. Joseph

Sanilac

Schoolcraft

Shiawassee

Tuscola

Van Buren Washtenaw
Wayne

Wexford

Wouldn’t it be fun to see your lake 
featured in an upcoming issue?
We would love to hear from you 
about why you love your lake—

in words or in pictures.
Just send pictures in jpeg or

300 dpi. Please send to:
info@mi-riparian.org 

or 
The Michigan Riparian

304 E. Main St.
Stanton, MI 48888.

Add a tag line with the name of 
the person or event, and the name 

of your lake and its location.  

Prinect Trap Editor
Page is trapped with Prinect Trap Editor 6.0.84Copyright 2008 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comYou can view actual document traps, with the free Trap Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.Settings:Width: 0.076 mm  =  0.216 ptPrintorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 12.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: noOverprint Black Graphics: no



The Michigan Riparian Fall 201119

Send us your favorite pictures of family,  friends and events on your lake

Love My LAke

Brooks Lower captivated by the swans on Derby Lake in Montcalm 
County.

A beautiful fall day on Magician Lake.

Some of the homes featured in the Sand Lake Cottage Tours
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New Subscriptions Rates
Can you imagine no increase in subscription rates for more than 10 years?  That’s right!

In 1993, it cost $2.00 to produce one issue of The Michigan Riparian. We know you love your
magazine, and we do, too.  We are pleased to have been able to deliver such a great magazine
all these years, but the jig is up! To keep up with the increased costs of publishing, printing
and mailing The Michigan Riparian, the annual rate will increase to $14.00 for individuals

starting with your next renewal.  That works out to an additional $1.00 per issue.
We hope you agree with us that The Riparian is worth it! The new individual subscription rates

are currently in effect.  The new lake association bulk rates will begin with your
2012 renewal date. The graduated rate scale for lake associations will be posted

on the website and included with your renewal letter. 

Wondering when your Michigan Riparian subscription expires?
Check the mailing label on the back cover.  It’s that easy.
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NOTICE!NOTICE!
Please mail allPlease mail all

correspondence for correspondence for 

Michigan Lake andMichigan Lake and

Stream Associations andStream Associations and

The Michigan Riparian to:The Michigan Riparian to:

304 E. Main Street304 E. Main Street

Stanton, MI 48888Stanton, MI 48888
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T       he creation and mainte-
nance of a sandy beach is 
often an objective shorefront 

residents along the shoreline of their 
lake property. Creating a sandy beach, 
however, can negatively impact water 
quality.

Physical Impacts
Lakes act as settling basins for surround-
ing watersheds, collecting and accumulat-
ing materials that drain into them. Over 
long periods of geologic time, as a lake 
ages, it gradually fills in with sediment. 
Any activity that adds material to a lake, 
in addition to the natural supply, will in-
crease the rate of lake filling. The regular 
addition of sand to a lake or shoreline 
where it can erode into the lake, acceler-
ates the filling process. If a shoreline does 
not have a natural beach, a constructed 
beach will likely require periodic addi-
tions of sand. The dumped sand will drift 
away with shoreline currents.  Although 
the sand disappears from view, it does not 
leave the lake. The sand is added to the 
natural sediment load to the lake and has-
tens the filling and aging process.

Chemical Impacts
The mineral composition of sand is not 
consistent. Although clean, washed beach 
sand is primarily quartz, which is relatively 
inert, it can contain other materials. Clay, 
if present in the deposited sand, can cause 
reduced water clarity. If phosphorus is con-
tained in the dumped sand, it may contrib-
ute to increased plant growth in the lake. 
Recent studies have also found beach sand 
to be a breeding ground for bacteria.

Biological Impacts
The physical process of filling in a lake 
with deposited sand has major biological 
impacts. Dumping sand along the shore of 
a lake can smother bottom-dwelling algae 
and invertebrates, reduces the amount of 
available habitat, and may cause a disrup-
tion in the food chain of higher organ-
isms including fish. Deposited sand may 
also destroy spawning or nesting sites 
for fish. Turbidity from the deposited 
sand may clog gills and interfere with 
normal fish behavior. A shallower 
lake has less volume of water to 
dilute and assimilate incoming 
contaminants, including phos-

phorus. With a constant level of 
phosphorus input, a lake’s produc-

tivity (algae growth) will increase as 
the lake’s depth decreases. Also, as a 

lake becomes shallower, more sunlight 
hits the lake-bottom and thus, there is 

greater potential for increased rooted 
plant growth. 

Local Protection Activities
Local residents and lake association mem-
bers can help protect a lake from excessive 
sand dumping by:
•	 Educating residents, association 

members, and town officials about 
the requirement for a state permit to 
create or enhance a beach, and about 
the negative impacts of such activities 
even though they may be legal and 
permits are available.

•	 Encouraging association members to 
minimize the use of sand dumping 
by adopting an association policy to 
that effect.

•	 Working with town officials to adopt 
a local ordinance to prohibit or re-
strict the use of sand dumping along 
lake shores and within lakes.

•	 Reporting illegal sand dumping inci-
dents to the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality (MDEQ).

Permits
Filling for the creation and improvement 
of swimming areas and beaches requires a 
permit from the MDEQ Water Resources 
Division. Placement of sand, pea stone, or 
other clean fill below (waterward) of the 
water line requires a permit. A reasonable 
amount of sand may be placed landward 
of the water line without a permit as long 
as the sand does not shift the location of 
the existing ordinary high water mark or 
the shoreline contour. The sand cannot 
be placed in a wetland. For more infor-
mation on permitting and additional in-
formation on which local, state, and fed-
eral permits may be needed, contact the 
Inland Lakes and Streams Program at 
(517) 241-4512 or www.michigan.gov/
deq

For more information on Tip of the 
Mitt Watershed Council, please 
contact our office at 231-347-1181
or visit our website at:
www.watershedcouncil.org

The Truth about
Beach Sanding 

or
“Lakebed

Restoration”
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Taken from the Ann Lake Property Owners Association
summer 2011 newsletter

The Ann Lake Property Owners Association purchased loon buoys to pro-
tect the loon nesting at Ann Lake from boat traffic. The nest was attacked 
this spring a couple times by Eagles! Over the Memorial Day Weekend a 
new baby loon hatched!

Loons are endangered and only 200 nesting pairs are left in Michigan. Stay 
300 away from them. State Law has a $1,000 fine for harassing loons.

If they pop up next to you, enjoy the visit!

LAke HAppenings
Send us your lake association newsletter or special announcements electronically. 

We love hearing from your lake.  We will continue to use and spread the interesting and
informative things happening on your lake in the Michigan Riparian.
 Please send your lake association newsletter to: swagner@mlswa.org.

might have been caused by hot weather ex-
perienced this summer, His brother Tom, 
a plant pathologist with US Geological 
Survey program in Tennessee, took a water 
sample for analysis, and Larry Byl said last 
week the sample did not show high nutrient 
levels. Groves did not believe the die off was 
related to hot weather or an algae bloom in 
the water. 

“And if that was the case we would see oth-
er species of fish dying off,” Groves said. “I 
think it’s something specific to carp.” 

Fish samples have been collected and 
sent to Michigan State University for an 
analysis. 

Pentwater Lake also has shown some die off, 
Groves said, but those fish included drum 
as well as carp. The two die offs might re-
lated, he said, or it might be coincidental.

Silver Lake property owner Bill DeJong said 
he counted 3,000 dead fish along a 1,500-
foot section of shoreline near the North-
shore Drive and 24th Avenue intersection. 
He’s also at a loss as to what could be caus-
ing the problem. 

“Everybody thinks it’s one thing or anoth-
er,” DeJong said. “Even if there is a virus, it 
doesn’t solve the water quality issue in the 
lake.” 

DeJong met with state Senator Goeff Han-
sen and state Representative Jon Bumstead 
last week and both expressed concern. He 
said they agreed to check with the state wa-
ter quality control division and are to follow 
up at the state level to see what they can do. 

“Very cooperative,” DeJong said. 

Most of the fish DeJong has seen have been 
carp, but he’s also found bass, and a month 
ago a fairly large number of bluegills were 
seen floating in the lake, he said. DeJong 
has scheduled a meeting at his home at 
9360 W. Silver Lake Rd. for this Saturday 
at 9 a.m. for concerned property owners 
to share information. He said his property 
could accommodate approximately 100 
people. DeJong is not sure what might be 
accomplished, but one thought was to re-
activate the dormant Silver Lake Civic As-
sociation. 

“There’s a long term set of issues there that 
needs to be addressed,” DeJong said, adding 
the lake continues to be green in color. 

“It’s that bad,” he said. “I haven’t seen the 
bottom of the lake all year long. It’s just like 
pea soup out there. I don’t have the foggiest 
idea what the answer is. I would just like to 
see us get the quality back.” 

 By John Cavanagh 9/8/11
Herald-Journal Writer 

SILVER LAKE — Just what has caused a 
continued fish die off at Silver Lake [Oceana 
County in Mears] has one expert calling it 
a mystery while a property owner’s concern 
continues to grow. 

Consultant Tony Groves of Progressive En-
gineering in Grand Rapids said Monday 
that bacteria levels in the lake were normal 
as of two weeks ago, no contamination 
had been found and that the lake is safe to 
swim in. Oxygen levels in the lake were fine, 
Groves said, and not at a level that would 
stress the fish. The company was hired a 
number of years ago by the Silver Lake Im-
provement Board to monitor and maintain 
the lake’s health. 

“We’re not seeing anything that would ex-
plain this type of fish die off,” Groves said. 
“It remains a mystery yet.” 

Most dying fish are carp, Groves said, and 
he speculated that it might be some type of 
virus affecting the fish. The lake has not re-
ceived any chemical treatments in the last 
two years. 

Earlier last month, county Commissioner 
and Silver Lake Improvement Board mem-
ber Larry Byl speculated that the die off 

Mother Loon with her young riding on her back.
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Michigan Lakes & Streams FoundationMichigan Lakes & Streams Foundation
Your Gift Lives ForeverYour Gift Lives Forever

What is the Michigan Lakes and Streams Foundation?
The Michigan Lakes & Streams Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization that was founded in 2004 by Michigan 
Lake and Stream Associations, Inc. (MLSA) to establish endowed funds to support its many programs and initiatives.  

What is an endowed fund and how is it used?
An endowed fund ensures that the principal from all gifts always remains untouched—only the interest earned is used. By only 
using the funds generated from the interest earned the foundation is able to provide MLSA with a stable source of funding for its 
programs and initiatives.

Why support MLSA?
As you can imagine, with over 300 lake and stream associations representing more than a 100,000 MLSA membership, our 
impact on legislation relative to protecting the future of Michigan’s water resources is powerful. It is your voice in Lansing. For 50 
years on national, regional and state levels, MLSA has labored on your behalf—most likely without your even knowing about it.  
Some key issues are riparian rights, lake and stream water quality, and controlling invasive species.

MLSA provides a wide variety of information for riparian property owners, hosts an annual conference featuring knowledgeable 
speakers; has a volunteer water quality training/testing program; works with schools, state programs and legislators to educate, 
protect and advocate for the protection of Michigan’s water resources.

Ways you can contribute to the Foundation
There are several ways to give that provide tax benefits for you.  Check with your attorney or financial planner for advice on which 
method of giving is most beneficial for you.

1.	 Donate a percentage of your estate. Through your representative, regardless of the value and kind of assets in your 
estate, only the specified percentage will be given.

2.	 Specify a fixed-dollar amount or other property that you wish to give to the Foundation.
3.	 Make a cash donation

Note: 
General gifts may be used for programs/initiatives decided by MLSA.  
Endowed gifts are used specifically according to the donor’s wishes. 

In conclusion, I recognize that in this time 
of financial crisis in the state of Michigan, 
any proposal which requires the additional 
expenditure of funds is met with a degree 
of skepticism. The additional requirements 
I have proposed for the DNR could be 
paid for from the license fees now being 
charged by the DEQ for doing nothing. 
In the past month, our biologists have dis-
covered 16 news locations of milfoil on the 
Cisco Chain of Lakes. These locations were 
discovered too late in the year to allow for 
permitting and treatment this year and will 
not be treated until next spring. The Cisco 
Chain provides a net taxable value to the 
Township, County, and State of in excess of 
$100,000,000. The current outbreak of mil-

foil, coupled with our inability to prompt-
ly treat the affected areas for the next 8-9 
months puts the Chain at risk.

The onslaught of invasive species is well un-
der way. The time for committees, discus-
sion, and extensive bureaucratic red tape 
have long passed. The need to take action 
is now. By assigning responsibility for DNR 
owned boat launches to the DNR, requir-
ing pre-treatment surveys of these launches, 
and expediting the permitting process will 
help address the problem we are now facing.

I’d like to thank the committee for the op-
portunity to address the building crisis of 
aquatic invasive species and in particular 

Eurasian Water Milfoil. I encourage each 
member to review the information provid-
ed in order to gain a greater understanding 
of the magnitude of this problem and how 
groups such as the ISCCW strives to ad-
dress it. Without greater participation from 
the DNR and DEQ, this problem will con-
tinue to grow and stands to threaten every 
lake in the State of Michigan. Thank you.

To learn more about
ISCCW/ Watersmeet Lakeguards

mission and organization
please visit their website:

www.lakeguards.org
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Michigan Lakes &
Streams Foundation Inc.
304 E. Main Street
Stanton, MI 48888

NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS:
Please call The Michigan Riparian office at 989-831-5100 or e-mail 

swagner@mlswa.org with any changes regarding your mailing address.

Remove unwanted weeds from
beach and water front areas

without chemicals.

Water Treatments
We offer a wide variety of weed and algae 
controls. All are safe for use with pets and 
fish. Pond-Vive is a natural bacteria that

consumes organic 
sediment from the lake
bottom. Cleans up dead 
plant material, leaves, etc. Approved by
Michigan DEQ for use in public waters.

Aeration Systems
A wide variety of aeration 
systems are available for 

improved water quality 
and fish health.

Aquatic
Rakes

4385 East 110th, Grant, MI 49327
visit our website www.StoneyCreekEquip.com

Lakefront
Property Owners...
Stoney Creek is a family owned, Michigan company with

39 years of pond and lake management experience.

Live Fish for Stocking Ponds & Lakes
Yellow perch, channel catfish, large mouth bass, hybrid
bluegill, feeder minnows, walleye and more available!

Call for
free catalog

(800)
448-3873

300 Woodside Dr.,
St. Louis, MI 48880

For Brochures, Pricing & Color Samples. OEM & Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Call Call TToll oll Free Free 877-463-0356877-463-0356

Top Quality Aftermarket Marine
Upholstery & Accessories
for Pontoon & Deck Boats
Buy Manufacturer Direct –
Shipped Worldwide

� Custom Marine
Upholstery Applications
& Colors

� Marine Carpeting &
Vinyl

� Bimini Tops

� Re-decking Kits

� Rectangular & Round
Table Kits

� Fiberglass Helm
Stands & Ba

www.americansofttrim.

TEL: 989.681.4300 FAX: 989.681.4333
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