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Freshwater Future Offering Three Grant Awards to  
ML&SA Lake Association Members 

 

Freshwater Future Executive Director  J ill Ryan was pleased to present a talk at 
the recent Michigan Lake and Stream Association Annual Conference about the                     
importance of collaboration, especially in order to control aquatic invasive species. Due 
to the enthusiasm for protecting water resources and utilizing collaborations in order to 
succeed shown during the conference, Freshwater Future is now offering up to three 
grants to ML&SA members for Freshwater Future’s services. Services could include 
projects to develop a strategic plan, train your board on financial management, develop 
a fundraising plan, and more! Through a grant, we’ll bring 75% of the cost of our                  
services, you simply add a 25% match. If you have a great organization but want to      
increase your effectiveness, give us a call to see if our services can help: 231.348.8200 

or check out website at www.freshwaterfuture.org and click on services. 
 

Although  our  staff  team  has  over  60  years  experience  in  protecting  rivers,  lakes  and  wetlands, we think the best                           
evidence of our impact comes from our past clients: 
 

“Working  with  Freshwater Future has helped our group immensely. We are putting all of our financial and fundraising 
affairs  in  order, which  will  help us focus on the project work of protecting the Salmon Trout and Yellow Dog  Rivers 
from a proposed sulfide mine.” Emily Whittaker, Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve. 
 

“The  ideas  and  advice  we’ve  received  from Freshwater Future have helped revive a flagging membership and donor 
cultivation  effort  within  our  organization. We’re working on new and innovative programs that are already starting to 
pay  off  in  new  members, and  with  Freshwater Future’s  help  we  have been plugged into valuable technical support                   
resources  that  will  help  us  build  a long-term membership development and retention system.” Rebecca Fedewa, 
Flint River Watershed Coalition. 
 

“If we could have had Freshwater Future staff help us with strategy assistance in the beginning, we would have saved 

much time and better anticipated future hurdles.” – Mary Jo Cullen, Gravel Watch Ontario. 



 
ML&SA Releases Guide to Invasive Aquatic Plant Control and Management 

by Alisha Davidson, Ph.D. 
ML&SA Research & Development Coordinator 

While aquatic plants are an important component of healthy lakes and streams, 

some species form overly large, dense populations. While these nuisance plants are 

often non-native species such as Eurasian milfoil, native plants can also grow to 

excess when exposed to high nutrient levels. When plant populations reach levels 

that impair recreation and ecosystem functioning (for example, decreased fish and 

bird habitat), control efforts are often warranted. However, there are many options 

for such efforts, from using predatory insects to machine harvesters, each with                 

advantages and disadvantages. It can be difficult to choose a control option and               

develop the associated management plan that maximizes efficiency and minimizes cost. 

To help Michigan Lake and Stream Associations (ML&SA) members with these decisions, ML&SA has put together 

the “Invasive aquatic plant control and management guide: a summary of management options and service                          

providers.” This guide is intended to serve as a resource for  ML&SA members who are consider ing management 

of invasive aquatic plants. The guide provides a summary of current knowledge and options for management, as well as 

a list of Michigan businesses that can provide guidance and/or perform management services. Michigan Lake and 

Stream Associations encourages supporting businesses that are ML&SA commercial members due to their support for 

the organization and its goals. The guide can be found on the ML&SA website:  http://www.mymlsa.org/wp-content/

uploads/2015/05/Invasive-Plant-Control-and-Management-Guide.pdf 



 
Seeking Economic Information from Swimmers Itch Sufferers 

By Wayne Swallow 
Lake Leelanau 

Wayne Swallow of Lake Leelanau is developing economic data on Swimmer’s Itch through an on-line                  

survey.  Following are some examples of Swimmer’s Itch (SI) problems that could provide valuable economic 

or financial information: 

  If your SI case was severe enough to require a doctor or ER visit he would like to hear about your          
 experience. 

  If you were a visitor to a lake, and will not return because of a bad case of SI; tell us what you spent on 
 your vacation that you will not repeat. 

  If you own rental property, what revenue have you lost because of SI problems?  Realtors can provide 
 potential SI impact on property values or sales values. 

  Finally, if you’ve just had minor SI problems you are also invited to participate and share your  
 experience. 

Sometimes narrative descriptions can be as powerful as economic data.  Access the survey at:   

 http://swimmersitch.questionpro.com 

Your responses will be strictly confidential and data will be reported only in the aggregate. If you have                     

questions at any time, feel free to contact Wayne at 231-649-2087 or by email,   

sisolutionsllc228@gmail.com. 

Wayne is also conducting field trial of a new SI repellant this summer, if you would like to learn about being a 

volunteer in the field study, contact Wayne by phone or email. 



 

 





 



 

MICHIGAN WATERFRONT ALLIANCE 
P.O. Box 369 

Fenton, Michigan 48430-0369 

WE LOBBY TO PROTECT MICHIGAN’S LAKE AND STREAMS.  THAT’S WHAT WE DO. 
 

We are asking you to join or renew your membership to Michigan Waterfront Alliance (MWA). By doing so, you can 
help in a statewide effort to protect Michigan’s lakes and streams. MWA lobbies state government on a wide variety 
of issues that affect our water resources, such as road-end access, funding for the state’s permi ng system, marina 
regula ons, sep c upgrade regula ons, phosphorus fer lizers, and much more. 
 

You know how it works. When the legislature is pushed to weaken water resource protec on measures, they will do 
just that—unless we speak out to protect our lakes and streams. It is difficult for one person or one lake associa on 
to carry the burden of protec ng 11,000 lakes. And though we’d like to think that right will always prevail, one lone 
voice is not enough to get the a en on of the leaders in state government. That is why we must join together to 
make our collec ve voice heard in Lansing.  These efforts were u lized in ge ng legisla on passed, this year, to               
restrict use of phosphorus fer lizer on turf. 
 

To get our message out, we retain professional lobbyists who are skilled and experienced in issue advocacy. While 
this exper se is very effec ve, it is also costly. As such, we ask you to join or renew your individual membership for 
$50, Lake Associa on membership for $100 or your Corpora on membership for $200 per year.  
 

Please note the line “MWA Legal Assistance Fund” on the enclosed return envelope and form.  A er costly filing on 
two (2) Amicus Briefs (Appellate court and Supreme Court) and direct mail fundraising campaigns (to Lake Charlevoix 
residents), MWA incurred a total cost of over $3000 on just this one case regarding the loss of riparian rights by court 
ac on.  The MWA Board of Directors voted, last December, to create a MWA Legal Assistance Fund to provide the 
funds to support significant legal cases relevant to the mission of MWA. Funds will be disbursed in a manner               
consistent with MWA bylaws. 
 

We need to build this Legal Assistance Fund as soon as possible.  Please be as generous as you can. 
 

Your past understanding and support has been appreciated and necessary in order to con nue a professional                  
campaign for water resource protec on. 
 

Please send back the applica on below plus give a copy to a like minded neighbor or friend. 
 

Sincerely, 
MWA Board of Directors 

Individual Member ($50):   __________ 
  

Lake Association  ($100):   __________ 
 

         Corporation ($200):   __________     

   Legal Assistance Fund:   __________ 
 

                Other donation:   __________ 

                                        Michigan Waterfront Alliance Membership Application               (January ’15  ML)             
 

                   Annual Dues:  Individual Membership - $50.00   Lake Associations - $100.00   Corporations - $200.00 
 

Please print: 
Name ________________________________________________ Date ____________________ 

Street _________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State ______ Zip_________________________ 

County ________________________________ Phone ___________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________ 

Township _________________________ Lake / Stream Association __________________________ 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Michigan Waterfront Alliance 
 

Send dues and contributions to: 
         

Michigan Waterfront Alliance 
PO Box 369 
Fenton, MI 48430                             www.mwai.org 



 
 

“For fi y years, The Michigan Riparian Magazine has served as our state’s only quarterly publica on dedicated to the 
unique issues and interests of  those fortunate enough to reside on waterfront proper es.  The magazine’s historical 
archive portrays a rich chronicle detailing the life and mes of the people, poli cs, science and issues that have defined  
Michigan’s  storied  waterfronts  for  half  a  century. “  
 
 

To   subscribe   to   this   unique   and   affordable   publica on   dedicated   to   Michigan’s   freshwater   resources,  
visit   

 

www.mi-riparian.org 
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Please lend your support to the                                   
Michigan Loon Preserva on Associa on... 

 
 

The Michigan Loon Preserva on Associa on is a non-
profit organiza on whose mission is to preserve the 

Common Loon as a breeding bird in 
Michigan through public educa on,            
research, and the protec on and     
management of loons and their                  
habitat.  

 

www.michiganloons.com 

 

Michigan Chapter, North American                                            
Lake Management Society 

 
“The Michigan Chapter of the North                

American Lake Management Society 
(McNALMS) is a group of professionals,   

practitioners, and interested citizens, who care 
about the  preservation and wise management 
of  Michigan  lakes.” For  more  info  visit -  

www.mcnalms.org  
for more information 

 
 Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership 

“Promo ng collabora on  to  advance                                                    
stewardship  of Michigan's inland lakes.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To learn more about the Partnership, visit 

 

www.michiganlakes.msue.msu.edu 

 
 

Freshwater Future is a powerful                  

resource investing in people and 

communities,  ensuring the healthy 

future of our Great Lakes waters. 
 

www.freshwaterfuture.org 

Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Promoting Natural Shoreline Landscaping 
 

to Protect Michigan’s Inland Lakes” 
 

To learn more,  click here... 

 

Lake Charlevoix Association  
Lake Guardian Program 

 
“The Lake Charlevoix Association  Lake                                
Guardian  Program,  is  designed  to  educate           
homeowners and contractors on “lake-friendly” 
approaches to lawn care and landscaping within 
the   Lake  Charlevoix   watershed,   and   to                           
encourage  their  use.”  To learn  more  about the 
Lake  Charlevoix Lake Guardian program, point 
your internet browser toward 
 

www.lakecharlevoix.org/lake-guardian-program/ 


