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Presidential Ponderings… 

By: Bindu Bhakta, McNALMS President 
 

As 2015 quickly winds down, and I near the end of my time as Board President, I wanted 

to share a few thoughts that resonate with me about my experience in the past year 

serving McNALMS, and the direction the organization is heading in 2016.   

Reaching out to the next generation of lake stewards who will help ensure future protec-

tion of Michigan’s inland lakes. In early 2015, it was exciting to see the launch of the 

McNALMS Lake Research Grants Program (LRGP) to encourage University students’ 

efforts to work with lakes and lake communities to enhance lake management. An im-

pressive seven proposals (representing four different universities) were submitted during the inaugural first round of funding, with two pro-

posals selected to receive funding. Congratulations again to Delilah Clement and Joe Nohner! What makes this grant program even more 

impactful is that McNALMS funding was also matched by Michigan Lake and Stream Associations, allowing the possibility of more robust 

funding for the selected research projects. It is exciting to think about how these projects will increase the understanding of lake ecology, 

strengthen collaborative lake management, build partnerships and/or expand citizen involvement in protective management activities. The 

Board was beyond pleasantly surprised regarding the number of grant proposals submitted earlier this year! Personally, it suggests a sign 

of great things to come. Over the years, the Board has talked about ways to add more student members, with the end goal of seeing the 

next generation of faces to get involved in McNALMS activities. One way the Board is encouraging this is to offer free membership to stu-

dents. Those who submit grants must also be members to submit a proposal. While it has been a long time since I was a student, I believe 

strongly that McNALMS membership provides students the opportunity not only to participate in a rich set of professional development 

opportunities but also networks with a diverse set of individuals and organizations working to protect Michigan lakes. Our organization can 

only benefit from such an infusion of new ideas and beneficial research to Michigan that students can bring. It is a win-win situation and I 

look forward to watching the Grant Program grow and having greater student involvement in McNALMS.  Specifically, I hope to see some 

new and bright faces take on McNALMS leadership positions in the coming years.      

Observing individuals who are looking for ways to get involved in McNALMS.  Sometimes, it is hard to understand what an organization like 

McNALMS does unless there is a very specific opportunity for intimate interaction. One such opportunity is to attend an upcoming Board 

meeting. As you might know, Board meetings are open to McNALMS members. In the past year, we have had several individuals attend a 

Board meeting to find out more about our activities and how they can get involved. I would highly encourage those members who would 

like to find out what McNALMS is up to attend a quarterly meeting. The next meeting will be held on December 2, 2015 at 9:30 am in 105 

Manly Miles Bldg., 1405 S. Harrison Rd., East Lansing on the campus of Michigan State University. All you have to do is RSVP to the Execu-

tive Director (wandellh@yahoo.com) if you plan to attend. 

It’s only up from here. It is a great time to be involved with McNALMS. There are many exciting activities currently going on, as well as are 

being planned for 2016, such as the popular McNALMS professional development opportunity we call a “Lunch and Learn.” Another new 

opportunity I will soon be participating in is the NALMS 2015 International Symposium, the annual conference being held on November 17-

20 in beautiful historic Saratoga Springs, New York. This will be my first time participating, and I look forward to networking and exchanging 

ideas with members from other state chapters in the hopes of bringing home new ideas that we may use to keep growing McNALMS! 2016 

also brings another opportunity to submit a research proposal through the McNALMS Grants Program. 

I want to thank the membership for allowing me the opportunity to serve as Board President. I have enjoyed working alongside an ex-

tremely talented, enthusiastic and friendly Executive Director and Board and feel I have grown a great deal professionally. I look forward to 

meeting both new and familiar faces in the near future! 

Fall 2015 
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Another beautiful ending to a Michigan summer 
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MWA Mission Statement “This corporation is formed to pro-

tect, preserve and promote the wise use of inland waters – 

lakes, streams, rivers, creeks and the waters and bottomlands 

of the State of Michigan. 

 

Michigan Waterfront Alliance 

Membership Application 

 

Please help us in our efforts to be a legislative “Watchdog” to protect 

Michigan’s Inland Lakes & Streams. 

Annual dues: 

Individual membership $50 - Lake Associations $100 

Corporations $200 

Please print: 

Name________________________________________________  

Date _______________ 

Street_____________________________________________________ 

City  __________________________________ State ______ 

Zip____________  County________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________ 

Email_____________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to: Michigan Waterfront Alliance 

Send dues and contributions to: Michigan Waterfront Alliance  

PO Box 369 Fenton, MI 48430 

Michigan State Extension, What’s New? 

Introduction to Lakes Online Course Draws Diverse Participants 

By Lois Wolfson 

The Introduction to Lakes series, which was initiated online for the first time this October is currently 

underway with 97 participants enrolled, representing 39 Michigan counties, as well as three other 

states. The six-week course is designed for those interested in learning about inland lakes.  The course is 

divided into six units, each offered for 1 week.  The topics are: (1) lake ecology; (2) lakes and their wa-

tersheds; (3) lakes and their shorelines; (4) Michigan water law; (5) aquatic plant management; and (6) 

citizen involvement in lake stewardship. Each unit includes video lectures, discussion forums, online 

activities, links to additional resources, and quizzes. Three live chat sessions are held, offering partici-

pants the opportunity to ask questions of the instructors and guest experts.   

Of the 97 enrolled, 60 indicated that they live on a lake.  In addition to lakefront property owners, those taking the course include government offi-

cials, private consultants, fisheries biologists, part and full time students; Extension educators; teachers, pesticide applicators, and retirees. 

Participants have indicated multiple reasons for taking the course including: to gain knowledge about inland lakes and how to best manage them; to 

learn more about lake management and things to do as a community to support a healthy lake; to bring some scientific rigor to the governance deci-

sions made about lakes; to learn more about lake management and regulation; and to better understand some of the environmental and ecological 

issues within lakes. 

The instructors for the course are Bindu Bhakta, Terry Gibb, and Jane Herbert, Dr. Jo Latimore and Dr. Lois Wolfson, all with Michigan State Univer-

sity and MSU Extension.  

The course concludes in November, however, it will be offered again in 2016.  More specific information will be available on the course’s website at 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/introduction_to_lakes_online 

Clear Lakes, Happy Swimming 

One action 1.4 million Michigan homeowners can do to reduce nuisance 

aquatic plants. 

Toxic blue-green algae have been making headlines in recent years, 

but lake weeds have been a familiar nuisance for many Michigan 

inland lake and pond dwellers for decades. All aquatic plants require 

phosphorus to grow so to limit the spread of weeds and algae blooms, 

find ways to cut off their food supply. Just one pound of phosphorus 

can support 300-500 pounds of algae. While not the only contributor 

of phosphorus to a lake, even properly functioning septic systems 

supply some phosphorus in their effluent...  

Telecoupling and the spillover system: Causes and effects of 

zebra mussels in the Great Lakes 

Examining the impacts of zebra mussels in the Great Lakes and beyond. 

The telecoupling framework is designed to help us explain how the 

world works by examining the interactions between socioeconomic 

and environmental systems locally and across long distances. The 

knowledge we gain from the telecoupled system will allow us to de-

velop a more sustainable world because it lets gives us the whole 

picture concerning a certain issue allowing us to apply that knowledge 

to future problems... 

Concerned about microplastics in Michigan waterways? Do 

your part – with a little elbow grease 

Microplastics are emerging as a water quality concern. A simple, no-cost 

way to reduce the amount of microplastics entering the environment is 

staring us in the face. 

Popular facial and bath cleansers that claim to exfoliate may contain 

tiny plastic microbeads to provide that slightly gritty feeling. Rinsing 

sends these microplatics down the drain and to the municipal waste 

water treatment plant. These treatment systems are not equipped to 

filter out, or degrade, these microplastics. And because they’re so 

buoyant, they can float on through to receiving waterways... 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/introduction_to_lakes_online
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/clear_lakes_happy_swimming
http://www.toledoblade.com/local/2015/04/15/Algae-bloomsan-issue-globally.html
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/telecoupling_and_the_spillover_system_and_zebra_mussels_triezen15
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/telecoupling_and_the_spillover_system_and_zebra_mussels_triezen15
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/concerned_about_microplastics_in_michigan_waterways_do_your_part_with_a_lit
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/concerned_about_microplastics_in_michigan_waterways_do_your_part_with_a_lit
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Aqua-Weed Control specializes in aquatic weed 

and algae control in lakes, ponds and marinas 

throughout Michigan since 1975.  Aqua-Weed 

Control uses only EPA and MDA approved aquatic 

herbicides and algaecides.    Aqua-Weed Control 

employs a staff of professional certified commercial 

applicators licensed by the Michigan Department of  

Agriculture (MDA).  For more information please 

contact: (248)634-8388. 

 

Corporate Members Corner 

   

 Aqua-Weed Control, Inc. 

 LakePro 

 PhycoTech    

 PLM Lake and Land  

  Management Corp.  

 Progressive AE Water  

  Resource Group  

 Restorative Lake Sciences   
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McNALMS Board Members 2015 

Executive Director:  Howard Wandell (retired, MSU Extension) President:  Bindu Bhakta (MSU Extension)  

President Elect:  Lois Wolfson (Michigan State University) Past- President: Mike Solomon (Drain Commissioner, Wexford County) 

Secretary:  Roger Carey (Zoning Administrator for Lincoln Twp) Treasurer:  Jason Broekstra (PLM Lake & Land Management Corp.) 

Directors at Large 

Jane Herbert  (MSU Extension)   Ralph Bednarz (retired, MDEQ)  Joe Nohner  (Fisheries & Wildlife, Michigan State University) 

McNALMS Corporate Members 

State launches new online system 

for obtaining permits to conduct 

regulated activities on or near lakes, 

streams and wetlands.  New MiWaters system is ex-

pected to streamline the permit application and track-

ing process. 
 

Posted on October 1, 2015 by Jane Herbert, Michigan State 

University Extension  

Individuals, businesses and municipalities conducting, or planning to 

conduct, a regulated activity on or near a Michigan water body will be 

interested to learn about MiWaters—the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality’s (MDEQ) new online permit system. 

According to the MDEQ Water Resource Division, MiWaters was de-

veloped with the end-user in mind and is a “state-of-the-art, compre-

hensive, Web-based permitting and compliance database.” It replaces 

multiple existing systems and databases – putting all things permitting 

and compliance in one convenient location. Included in the scope of 

MiWaters are surface and groundwater discharge permits, storm wa-

ter permits and Part 41 construction. MiWaters also houses aquatic 

nuisance control permits and permits for construction projects at the 

water’s edge. The latter will be of particular interest to shoreline prop-

erty owners and contractors involved in sea wall, rip rap or natural 

shoreline projects regulated under Part 301 Inland Lakes and Streams. 

Landowners, contractors, consultants, municipalities and others may 

sometimes view obtaining a permit for activities in and around water 

resources as burdensome. However, it is through the permitting proc-

ess that the MDEQ provides for the protection, restoration and con-

servation of Michigan’s Great Lakes, inland lakes and streams, wet-

lands, and groundwater—the public trust waters of the state. 

The purpose of developing MiWaters is to create a system that makes 

it easier for the department’s Water Resources Division to communi-

cate with, and provide services electronically to, it’s regulated com-

munity. According to the MDEQ, MiWaters has been tested and will 

work with Internet Explorer 10 or 11 (preferred) and current versions 

of Chrome and Firefox. Initial testing of Microsoft Edge has not uncov-

ered any problems. Known incompatibilities include Internet Explorer 

8 and earlier versions. In addition, MiWaters forms will not work with 

Safari. 

For more information on MiWaters, visit the MiWaters home page or 

contact the appropriate MDEQ office. 

From the McNALMS News Desk… 

 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/experts/jane_herbert
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_72753-358417--,00.html
http://www.mishorelinepartnership.org/
http://www.mishorelinepartnership.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_3681_28734---,00.html
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/may_is_american_wetlands_month
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/may_is_american_wetlands_month
https://miwaters.deq.state.mi.us/miwaters/#/external/home
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_72753-358420--,00.html


 Lake Protection Tools for Local Governments  

 Natural Shorelines  

 Aquatic Invasive Species Management 

 Current Lake Research  

 Riparian Law  

 And Much More!  

2016 Michigan Inland Lakes Convention 

The Convention will educate, engage, and empower the individuals who work, live and 

play on Michigan inland lakes. The three day conference will include educational 

presentations, in-depth workshops, plenary addresses, receptions, door prizes, and 

plenty of networking opportunities focused exclusively on Michigan’s 11,000 inland 

lakes with dozens of non-profit and business exhibitors showcasing their projects, 

resources and services.  

Session and workshop topics will include 

The plenary addresses will feature Rebecca Williams, reporter and producer of the Michigan Radio show 

“The Environment Report” and David Mifsud, herpetologist, wetland ecologist, and owner of 

Herpetological Resource and Management.  

Science 
Leadership 

A Formula for Successful 
Lake Protection and 
Management 

April 28-30th, 2016 

Boyne Mountain, Boyne Falls MI 

This event is being brought to you by the Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership, launched in 2008 to promote collaboration to advance 

stewardship of Michigan’s inland lakes. The Convention is a cooperative effort between the many public and private organizations 

that make up the Michigan Inland Lakes Partnership.  

www.michiganlakes.msue.msu.edu 

http://www.michiganlakes.msue.msu.edu

