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News and Notes...

Compiled by Julia Kirkwood, MNSP Chair
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Water Resources Division-Nonpoint Source Program

Welcome to 2018!

With the New Year, the MINSP has a few changes and Partners are still hard at work bringing you “old and new”
programs and information.

The MNSP Mission statement was recently updated.

Updated Mission Statement

Protecting Michigan lakes through
conservation and restoration of natural shorelines.

We are still doing the same work, but we made the mission statement a little simpler and easier to remember.

We also have a new vice-chair. Thanks to Brian Majka of GEI Consultants for serving as vice-chair for the past three
years. Brian is a founding member of the partnership and has provided an incredible amount of expertise on shoreline
erosion solutions over the years. We look forward to more years working with him. Congratulations to Erick Elgin who
is the new vice-chair. Erick is a Water Resource Educator with Michigan State University Extension.

The Certified Natural Shoreline Professional Class is our oldest program. This year marks the o year and the 13" class
(the early years had two classes). Registration is open. Read further for more information or find it online at
www.mishorelinepartnership.org.

Our newest program is the Ml Shoreland Stewards Program which is almost two years old now. Property owners can

rate their property to see if they qualify for a Gold, Silver, or Bronze recognition level.

(article continued on next page)



http://www.mishorelinepartnership.org
http://www.mishorelandstewards.org/
http://www.mishorelinepartnership.org/
http://www.mishorelinepartnership.org
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(continued from page 1)
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Over 600 people have participated with 72% qualifying to be Shoreland Stewards for over 100,000 linear feet of
shoreline.

If you are looking for some light reading, try the new MI Shoreland Stewards Program Guide which provides an
overview of the program and helps people understand how to get started.

We won’t be hosting our Shoreline Educator Training this year as we are working on bringing you a slightly different
new training opportunity. This training, called the MI Shoreland Stewards Ambassador Training, will be a lot like the
“old” Shoreline Educator Training but more tailored to lake association volunteers or other groups who are interested
helping people understand the Shoreland Stewards Program. Look for two training opportunities in late summer or
early fall of 2018.

*HAVE YOUR OWN SHORELINE EVENT?

Remember, if you are hosting a natural shoreline related event you can have it posted on the MNSP website
and Facebook page. On average, 250 different people are visiting the website each day.

kirkwoodj@michigan.gov

(continued on page 4)
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The state of Michigan’s inland lake shorelines:

DEQ and EPA report reveals the degraded conditions of Michigan’s inland lakeshores

Posted on November 17, 2017 by Erick Elgin, Extension Educator

Complete article text, links, photo, etc. available at:
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/the state of michigans_inland lake shorelines

Every five years the United States Environmental Protection
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condition of the nation’s inland lakes. In Michigan the study I'
includes collecting data on the biological, chemical and

physical conditions of a minimum of 50 randomly selected lakes
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across Michigan that are over 2.5 acres. Although we have many

more than 50 lakes, the design of this study allows us to take the | 1 I

pulse of what is happening in Michigan’s inland lakes.

east Disturbed Moderately Deturbed Mast Disturbed Mot Assesse

. . ) A comparison between the 2007 and 2012 habitat complexity
The latest report (published in 2017) includes data from 2007 indicator for Michigan’s inland lake shorelines. Photo credit:

and 2012. It concluded that poor lakeshore habitat is the biggest Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 2017.
issue in Michigan’s inland lakes. In 2012, nearly 50% of the lakes were considered to be in the “most disturbed”
category (i.e. degraded) with regards to lakeshore habitat complexity and riparian vegetation cover. These are
indicators of lake health that look at habitat around and within a lake. Lakeshore habitat is considered “degraded” when

too much vegetation such as standing and downed trees and native aquatic plants have been removed and replaced by

lakefront development, lawns, man-made beaches and seawalls.

The study also concluded that Michigan’s shallow water habitat (e.g. aquatic plants and overhanging brush) is “most
disturbed” in almost 40 % of the lakes. In contrast, the national percent for the “most disturbed” category is closer to

20 %.

Between 2007 and 2012, for every shoreline indicator, the number of lakes in the “least disturbed” category (i.e. pris-
tine) decreased while the number of lakes in the “most disturbed” category increased. These results may be an indicator
that Michigan’s inland lakes Over-developed lakeshores can have a dramatic impact on lakes. For example, shoreline
erosion increases when there are no native plants to hold the soil in place with their deep and fibrous roots. and

stewardship.

To read the entire article, click here
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http://msue.anr.msu.edu/experts/erick_elgin
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/the_state_of_michigans_inland_lake_shorelines
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wrd-swas-nla-2012map_410305_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wrd-swas-nla-2012map_410305_7.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/national-aquatic-resource-surveys/nla
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_3681_3686_3731-195537--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wrd-swas-nla2012-comparison_605536_7.PDF
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/the_state_of_michigans_inland_lake_shorelines
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(continued from page 2)

Have you been looking for a short video that makes the connection between aquatic plants and fish habitat (or just
have a few minutes for procrastination)? Well look no further! Watch the new video: Natural Shorelines: Living in
Harmony at the Water’s Edge.
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Score the Shore!

You can determine the quality of nearshore habitat in your lake by signing up for the
Score the Shore program! Part of the MiCorps Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program, Score the Shore teaches you how to make observations from a boat to
calculate a "report card" for your lake. Score the Shore volunteers must also enroll in a
P minimum level of water quality monitoring for their lake. The deadline to enroll is
May 5, 2018.

The required training (free!) takes place at the Michigan Lake and Stream
Associations annual conference that is scheduled for April 20"-21% at Crystal
Mountain Resort in Thompsonville.

If you are interested in Score the Shore and the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring
Program visit the MiCorps website to find everything you need to get started.
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https://youtu.be/566bd_c_Ooc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=566bd_c_Ooc&feature=youtu.be
https://cdn.cloud1.cemah.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/63/2017/12/CLMP-Score-the-Shore-FactSheet.pdf
https://micorps.net/
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Protecting Michigan's Inland Lakes: A Toolkit for Local Governments:

A multi-faceted suite of resources to assist local government officials in managing local water resources

Michigan is known for its lakes — the Great Lakes, of course, but also our more than 11,000 inland lakes that have a special place in
many of our hearts. Once the water quality of a lake is degraded it is very difficult and expensive to improve; preventing lake water
quality problems is much cheaper and easier in the long run. The power to protect inland lakes is shared among all levels of
government and all people have a stake in the outcome: clean water for drinking, swimming, fishing, boating, etc. Local

governments have a role in helping to protect inland lakes through local planning because not all aspects or features of inland lakes
are protected by state and/or federal laws and regulations.

= Purposes of ordinances that protect inland lakes:
* prevent and control water pollution
* conserve natural beauty and open space
* conserve shore cover
* protect wetlands
* protect fish spawning areas, aquatic life, and wildlife habitat
* protect buildings from flooding
* control the location of buildings
» manage public access to the water

This toolkit for local governments consists of two parts:

Part I consists of a four chapter publication entitled Protecting Michigan’s Inland Lakes: A Toolkit
for Local Governments that focuses on understanding specific goals and connecting them with spe-
cific local options that can help achieve those goals. Case studies from different communities are also
highlighted within this publication to illustrate how they achieved their goals. The tools contained in this
book will help your municipality reach a variety of goals related to the inland lakes in your community.

: Examples presented in this book include improving conditions for native fish, birds, frogs, insects that
michigans  make up a healthy aquatic ecosystem; reducing pollutants such as e-coli, excess nutrients or sediment;

Inland Lakes:
Aol for Local Govermments

o ] maintaining the natural or rural character of the community; and improving recreational opportunities
e / such as swimming, boating, or fishing.

Part II of this toolkit consists of more examples of ordinances from different communities, other support materials to help local
municipalities implement changes, and related agency and organization contact information. To view additional examples of
ordinances, and other support materials associated with each chapter, visit the Michigan Lake and Stream Associations website at

http:/www.mymlsa.org/protecting-michigans-inland-lakes-a-toolkit-for-local-governments

" Protecting Michigan’s Inland Lakes: A Guide for Local Governments, the companion publication to
-lﬁ" Michigan's Part I and Part II of the toolkit, provides useful background information such as understanding the benefits
Asu:::ﬁrxmm of inland lakes to communities, the regulations that govern them, and the opportunities for protecting them
at the local level. Protecting inland lakes at the local level does not always require elaborate or expensive
regulations. There are both simple and complex planning and zoning tools that can be tailored to meet
both the lake and a community’s needs. This toolkit is designed to provide local officials and concerned
citizens with examples of different ordinances that can help protect the lakes in their communities. This

well written and nicely illustrated guidebook consisting of six information rich chapters is available for
free download by clicking here.
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http://www.mymlsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Protecting-Your-Inland-Lakes-A-Toolkit-for-Local-Governments-Part-1.pdf
http://www.mymlsa.org/
http://www.mymlsa.org/protecting-michigans-inland-lakes-a-toolkit-for-local-governments
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Michigan Chapter, North American Lake Management Society

2018 “Lunch and Learn” Conference

The Michigan Chapter, North American Lake Management Society (McNALMS) is once again holding its Lunch and
Learn Conference Event on Thursday, March 8", 2018 at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing, MI from 11:00 AM-2:30
PM. The topic will be Managing Fish Habitat in a Changing Climate, and will feature two speakers: Kevin Wehrly from

the Institute for Fisheries Research, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and Peter Jacobson from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources. Registration by Thursday, March 1*is $20 ($15 for full-time students) and includes
lunch. Walk-ins are welcomed if space is available. Lunch cannot be guaranteed for walk-ins or those who register after
March 1. We cannot accept credit cards on site.

For more information or to register, visit our website at http://www.mcnalms.org/events/lunchandlearnevent.html, or

contact Lois Wolfson at wolfsonl@msu.edu.

May 22-23,2018

Western Michigan University
Innovation Event Center
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Elected and appointed officials
wanting to gain access to resources
and knowledge about water
management are encouraged to
participate in this workshop!

SAVE THE DATE: Registration opens in January

For more information contact Beth Clawson
(269) 330-5554 or email clawsonb@anr.msu.edu

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Extension

Michigan
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2018 Great Lakes Conference
The Great Lakes: Focusing on the Present,
Planning for the Future

Tuesday, March 6, 2018
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Kellogg Center
East Lansing, Ml

The Great Lakes are one of Michigan’s greatest resources, providing recreational opportunities, a premier fisheries
resource, water for agriculture, manufacturing, and other industries and multiple other uses. They are also subject to
major problems such as invasive species, climate change, and harmful algal blooms. The 28™ annual Great Lakes
Conference, The Great Lakes: Focusing on the Present, Planning for the Future will address some of these key topic
areas. Topics include the evolution of coastal dunes, variability in Great Lakes ice cover, beach monitoring using both
DNA analyses and poop-sniffing dogs, new aquatic invasive watch list species; autonomous vehicles for Great Lakes
exploration, mapping and monitoring, and forecasting harmful algal blooms to help Lake Erie Stakeholders.

The conference is part of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) Week at Michigan State University (MSU) and is
co-sponsored by MSU’s Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and Institute of Water Research; Michigan Sea Grant
Extension, and the Office of the Great Lakes, Michigan Department of Natural Resources with support from the USGS
Water Resources Research Program. The information presented will be targeted towards a wide audience including
educators, researchers, agencies, local and state government officials, and students.

The conference will be held in the Auditorium of the Kellogg Center on the MSU campus on Tuesday, March 6, 2018.
The cost is $10 in advance and $12 after registration closes (Feb. 28). Students may attend for free but should still
register. Visit the conference website or call (517) 353-9222 for registration and further information.
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Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership seeks individuals
interested in upcoming shoreline contractor training

Annual certification training prepares professionals for working at the water’s edge
Upcoming MNSP Contractor Training: March 6™ & 7", 2018, East Lansing

Posted on November 21, 2017 by Erick Elgin, Bindu Bhakta, Michigan State University Extension

Complete article text, links, photo, etc. available at:
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/michigan_natural shoreline_partnership _seeks_individuals_interested in_beco

The most recent National Lakes Assessment Report for Michigan

once again identified that the conversion of our natural shorelines into
lawns and seawalls is the biggest threat to our inland lakes. Over-
developed shorelines can have a major negative impact on our lakes —
from the loss of habitat for fish and birds to shoreline erosion and de-
graded water quality.

Traditional landscaping is degrading our lakes. Typical lawn grasses
lack the long fibrous roots that native plants have. As a result, they
cannot hold the soil in place and the lakefront property quickly
vanishes into the lake. A traditional response would be to then
either place rock from the water’s edge on up to your lawn (rip-rap) or

place a wall made of steel, cement, or vinyl that creates a barrier
between the soil and the lake. Each of these practices is not an ideal solution if quality lake living and lake stewardship
are the goals.

A more ideal, sustainable approach to shoreline development is to instead clear only the area you need for lake access
and preserve the rest of the shoreline property as a buffer that supports natural processes. Lake-friendly practices that
maintain quality lake living can be designed and implemented. Many of these practices work with three materials — deep
rooted vegetation, biodegradable erosion control material and well-placed rock.

To read this entire article, click here

The 2018 CNSP classroom session will be held on March 6™ & 7™ at the MSU Kellogg Center in East Lansing. The
field and certification exam are scheduled for June 13 in Paw Paw, Michigan. The cost of the course is $375 per person
and includes two days of classroom instruction, lunches, training material, exam, and the one-day hands-on field

exercise. Registration is now open. Register by completing the form registration form.

Online Registration is also available on the Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association website.

See the promotional flyer for this year’s Certified Natural Shoreline Professional training event on the next page.
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http://msue.anr.msu.edu/experts/bindu_bhakta
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/michigan_natural_shoreline_partnership_seeks_individuals_interested_in_beco
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_3681_3686_3731-195537--,00.html
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/michigan_natural_shoreline_partnership_seeks_individuals_interested_in_beco
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http://www.mnla.org/
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2018 Certified Natural Shoreline Professional Training

March 6% & 7t: Classroom June 13%: Field Day
| REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

SHORELINE EROSION CAUSES
DESIGNS AND TECHNIQUES FOR
BIOENGINEERED EROSION CONTROL
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Michigan Lake and Stream Associations

57" Annual Conference

“Preserving Your Freshwater Gem:
The Essentials of Lake Stewardship”

Friday & Saturday, April 20™-21%, 2018

To download an ML&SA 57th Annual Conference Promotional Flyer, click here
For more information about the 57th ML&SA Annual Conference, please visit

http://www.mymlsa.org/mlsa-57th-annual-conference-2/

or contact Beth Cook, ML&SA conference coordinator, at bcook@mlswa.org

Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership
Promoting natural shoreline landscaping to protect Michigan's inland lakes...

www.mishorelinepartnership.org

Principal Contacts

MICHIGAN

Sﬁgﬁéﬁ\ll‘f Julia Kirkwood Erick Elgin
PARTNERSHIP MNSP Chair MNSP Vice-Chair
& ‘ Department of Environmental Quality = Michigan State University Extension
= WRD Non-Point Source Program Newaygo County
269-312-2760 231-928-1053
7953 Adobe Rd 5479 W 72nd St., Suite 206
Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 Fremont, M| 49412
kirkwoodj@michigan.gov elgineri@anr.msu.edu

www.facebook.com/MNSP1
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