Question: If an offlake property owner is improperly keeping a dock
and moored boat at a road end or easement at a lake, what must be done
legally to stop them! Can we call the police or must a lawsuit occur? Ron

Answer: Ron, it depends upon the type of road end or easement involved.
If a public road end is involved, new legislation (MCL 324.30111b) makes
it a criminal misdemeanor for a private individual to maintain a dock or
any overnight boat mooring at a public road end that is open for use by the
public. In that situation, a complaint can be made with the local police
department, county sheriff or state police. However, if a private road
end, easement, walkway, alley or park is involved, the police normally will
not become involved as it would be a private civil matter. In those cases,
adjoining or nearby riparians normally must file a civil lawsuit to remedy
the situation. In some cases, the local municipality’s zoning regulations
or other ordinances might apply. If that is the case, the municipality can
typically utilize tickets to enforce its ordinances.

Clifford H. Bloom, Esq.
Bloom Sluggett Morgan, PC

Grand Rapids, Michigan

Our experts include our riparian attorney, a biologist, a limnologist, an engineer, a college

professor and a state agency official. They look forward to responding to your question.
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